Beachy Keen

An ocean-side vacation home blends fun with function.

HE DECISION TO BULLDOZE THE

ranch house that previously
slouched on this narrow, shaded
lot wasn’t a tough one. With its
dingy wood paneling and creeping
structural rot, it was depressing, borderline
hazardous, and not exactly coastal in feel.
Figuring out what to build in its place,
however, was a little more complicated
for builder/developer Ralph Picard, given
the stringent architectural restrictions
governing new construction in Rehoboth
Beach, Del, a popular summer getaway
spot for the Baltimore-D.C. crowd. City
ordinances limited the allowable floor area
ratio to 70 percent of the lot size, capped
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the height at 35 feet (with a maximum 2
14 stories), and imposed limits on total
bedroom and bath count. The project also
mandated the preservation of several old-
growth trees.

Picard, who typically builds on spec and
markets his coastal properties as vacation
rentals under the name Resort Pointe Cus-
tomHomes, hascultivatedaniche following
for Caribbean-style houses bearing cotton
candy paint colors and crisp white trim. But
in this quiet, wooded neighborhood of mid-
century homes and classic beach cottages,
some restraint was in order.

The resulting 3,366-square-foot abode,
designed by Becker Morgan Group, man-
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MARITIME FRAME: Skewing slightly
more Nantucket than Nassau, this cheeky
beach house looks quaint on the outside,
but lives large on the inside.

ages to straddle both worlds. Classic cedar
shingles, wide trim, and tailored gables
share a resemblance with nearby houses,
but then whimsy inserts itself by way of
swooping roof lines, ocular windows,
chunky columns, over-scaled gas lanterns,
and a custom copper pennant flag rising
from the cupola.

“Once we met the city’s architectural
criteria, we had room to play. The challenge
was putting 1o poundsinaspoundbag,”says
architect Christopher Pattey. “The builder
asked us to create the largest interior space
possible in what amounts to a mini-hotel
(it sleeps 12). But this large program had to
be disguised on the outside with a facade
of lesser presence.” The solution? Stepped
wall plates and undulating roof lines create
the illusion of a much smaller home. B

Project: Henlopen House, Rehoboth Beach, Del.;
Size: 3,366 square feet; Builder/Developer/
Interior designer: Resort Painte Custom Homes,
Selbyville, Del.; Architect: Becker Morgan Group,
Salisbury, Md.

TO SEEALL THE PROJECTS’ FLODR PLANS,
“BEFORE" SHOTS, AND ADDITIONAL PROJECT
PHOTOS, VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.BUILDER
ONLINE.COM, CLICK ON “THE MAGAZINE" TAB, AND
THEN CLICK ON "BUILDER ARTICLE LINKS."

FRESH TAKE: Custom goodies such asa
coffered dining room ceiling (above), fireside
built-ins (left), and a granite kitchen peninsula
led this house to garner accolades in the Dela-
ware HBA's 2006 Regal Awards.
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MODULAR CONSTRUCTION: 10 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW, PAGE 140
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O Get on the solar bandwagon
O Cultivate infill expertise -
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